Town of Clinton
54 East Main Street
Clinton, Connecticut 06413

Town Council Regular Meeting
Wednesday, June 2, 2021
Town Hall Green Room
Minutes
In Attendance:

Chairman Chris Aniskovich, Carol Walter, Dennis Donovan, Mark Richards, Eric
Bergman, Tim Guerra and Christine Goupil (arrived at 8:35 AM)

Also participated:

Karl Kilduff, Town Manager

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM. The council recited the pledge of allegiance. The
meeting can be viewed in its entirety online at
http://reflect-vsctv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/gallery/3?channel=1
M. Richards made a motion, seconded by T. Guerra to amend the agenda and add item 1A - Town
Council Award. The motion was unanimously approved.
TOWN COUNCIL AWARDS
Every year the Board of Selectmen and now the Town Council award one male and one female from
the Morgan School graduating class with a $250.00 scholarship. This year the faculty selected Ryan
Inglis and Alexandra Wolf. Aniskovich presented the recipients with a check on behalf of the council.
VISITORS
Christopher Passante and Sarah Auletta representing the Clinton Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
proposed that the council establish a Human Rights Commission. The CHRI represent a group of
Clinton residents who seek to facilitate mutual respect, tolerance and acceptance of all people
regardless of their race, gender, disability, ethnicity, religion or nationality. The commission would
function primarily as an educational and advisory body. A copy of their presentation is attached to the
minutes.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
C. Walter made a motion, seconded by D. Donovan approved the minutes of May 19, 2021. The motion
was unanimously approved.
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS
E. Bergman made a motion, seconded by M. Richards to reappoint Peggy Adler to the Historic
District Commission for a term until June 30, 2026. The motion approved with a vote of 4 in favor
(Bergman, Richards, Donovan, Guerra) and 1 opposed (Walter).
M. Richards made a motion, seconded by D. Donovan to reappoint John Clinton to the Historic
District Commission alternate seat for a term until June 30, 2026. The motion was unanimously
approved.
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M. Richards made a motion, seconded by D. Donovan to reappoint Shelby Auletta to the Human
Services Advisory Board for a term until June 30, 2024. The motion was unanimously approved.
D. Donovan made a motion, seconded by E. Bergman to reappoint John Neri to the Housing
Authority for a term until June 30, 2026. The motion was unanimously approved.
M. Richards made a motion, seconded E. Bergman to reappoint Lawrence Pilcher to the Housing
Authority for a term until June 30, 2026. The motion was unanimously approved.
M. Richards made a motion, seconded by E. Bergman to reappoint Michelle Bailey to the Human
Services Advisory Board for a term until June 30, 2024. The motion was unanimously approved.
Poet Laureate
The council received appointment requests from Patricia Barone, Cathy Weiss, Jody Kaplan
and Vanessa Horan. Patricia Barone later withdrew her name. E. Bergman made a motion,
seconded by C. Walter to appoint Cathy Weiss as the Poet Laureate for a 3 year term until
June 2024. The motion was unanimously approved.
CLINTON SUMMERFEST & FIREWORKS EXCEPTION REQUEST TO CHAPTER 194 AND 194-5A
The Clinton Chamber of Commerce is planning their 2021 Summerfest and Fireworks event on
Saturday, August 28, 2021. Paul Orsini, Executive Director, reviewed the day’s events with the
council. A beer garden will be located behind the Andrews Memorial Town Hall. C. Walter made a
motion, seconded D. Donovan to approve the request for an exception to ordinance 194-4A and
194-5A from the Chamber of Commerce for the consumption of alcohol behind the Andrews
Memorial Town Hall at the Clinton Summerfest & Fireworks event scheduled for August 28, 2021.
The motion was unanimously approved.
HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION
C. Walter made a motion, seconded by T. Guerra and unanimously approved the authorizing
execution of a Memorandum of Agreement for the federal fiscal year 2020 Homeland Security Grant
Program.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR THE FEDERAL
FISCAL YEAR 2020 HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM
RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Clinton may enter into with and deliver to the
State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of
Emergency Management and Homeland Security any and all documents which it deems to be
necessary or appropriate; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Karl Kilduff, Town Manager of the Town of Clinton, is authorized and
directed to execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Town Council of the Town of
Clinton and to do and perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or appropriate to
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carry out the terms of such documents, including, but not limited to, executing and delivering all
agreements and documents contemplated by such documents.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION ON FUTURE PROJECTS
E. Bergman asked for an update on the Rocky Ledge Project and Pierson School Project.
 Rocky Ledge Project - The next steps for the Rocky Ledge Project is funding. The concept
was designed to run a main water line down the road and laterals to each property. The
town will need to acquire funding in order to move the project forward. The town is not
able to get a funding commitment from The Connecticut Water Company based on
speculation. At this time there doesn’t seem to be overwhelming support from the
neighborhood.
 Pierson School - E. Bergman asked about the need to reconvene the committee for the
Pierson School Project. C. Aniskovich replied that there are several things that need to be
done first but maybe at a later date.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The chairman didn’t have a report to give at this time.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
K. Kilduff reviewed his Town Manager’s report with the council. A copy of the report is attached to
the minutes.


An overview of the Uconn Stormwater Corps Program that was presented to the RiverCOG.



American Recovery Plan Act is federal stimulus money from the Biden Administration with a
direct allocation to local governments. Kilduff is looking for some input and comment from
the council. Possible uses for funding would be public health expenditures, address negative
economic impacts caused by the pandemic, replace lost public sector revenue, provide
premium pay for essential works, and invest in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure.
Possible funding allocated to Clinton is 3.7 million. The funding can be used if the costs are
incurred by December 31, 2024 and funding spent by December 31, 2026. Kilduff reviewed
some potential uses for the funding with the council.

TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEE LIASON REPORTS
The council didn’t have anything to report at this time.
ADJOURN
M. Richards made a motion, seconded by C. Walter and unanimously adjourned the meeting 8:48
AM.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Schettino
Executive Assistant
Town Manager

Creating a Clinton
Human Rights Commission

Christopher Passante
Member, Clinton Board of Education and Park & Recreation Commission

Sarah Auletta
Student Organizer with Partners in Community and Morgan School Graduate

Why are we here today?
We represent the Clinton Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
a group of concerned volunteers in Clinton who seek to
facilitate mutual respect, tolerance, acceptance of all
people regardless of:
● race
● ethnicity
● nationality

● gender identity
● sexual orientation
● religion

● disability
● age
● health status

Who are we?
● CHRI includes local business people, educators, parents,
students and involved townspeople who believe we need
to address the concerns of a diverse community.

What are we asking for?
● We propose a Human Rights Commission be established
within the town of Clinton, Connecticut.
● The Commission would function primarily as an
educational and advisory body.

Why is this important?
● Clinton’s minority populations are small but significant, and
are growing.
● It is critical that we ensure a welcoming and supportive
environment for all.
● Individuals may feel excluded from the community when
their populations are relatively small.

Our town should clearly express
support for this message!
Across Connecticut, we find other towns with a Human
Rights Commission in their town charters including our
neighbors in Guilford.

Can we afford such a commission?
● We don’t anticipate a need for funding beyond basic
administrative expenses associated with any town
commission.
● We hope to see the creation of an annual International
Human Rights Day Celebration in town and by
collaborating with other community organizations, any
costs would be covered by their sponsorship.

What would a Human
Rights Commission do?

Serve in an advisory capacity including:
● Carry out projects and research to benefit the town’s
residents and community leaders.
● Cooperate with federal, state, and town agencies and
businesses, and with private, civic, religious, and other
organizations.
● Recommend programs which help our residents enjoy
equality of opportunity in community life.

Serve in an advisory capacity including:
● Help secure equality of treatment of, and opportunity for,
all human beings.
● Advise persons on the appropriate departments or
agencies to direct their complaints.
● Respond to relevant needs or situations which might arise
in the community.

The responsibilities of the Commission
would include:
● To offer its services and to cooperate with other
agencies and departments in town and with private,
civic, religious, business, industrial, labor, and other
organizations, groups, or persons in promoting a
healthy community.
● Recommend to the Town Council programs that
will help all members of the community to enjoy
equality of opportunity.

The responsibilities of the Commission
would include:
● To engage in study and research, and to publish and/or
present reports designed to increase understanding within
the community.
● To attend and participate in trainings relevant to the
goals of the Commission.

The responsibilities of the Commission
would include:
● To pursue community-wide education, through both
school programs and public engagement, that furthers
intergroup understanding, tolerance, and acceptance.
● To advise and recommend appropriate programs to
be wholly or partially implemented with federal, state,
and town funds.

What might a Commission look like?
● The Commission would consist of 7 members appointed
by the Town Council for terms of 3 years and meet monthly.
● 4 members appointed for a term expiring on Nov. 30 in
odd-numbered year.
● 3 members expiring on Nov. 30 in even-numbered year.
● 2 non-voting student advisory members serving 1 year.
● Commission members representing a broad cross-section
of the community, regardless of political affiliation.

This proposal has the support of
residents, including community
and religious leaders, educators,
and business people!

“The creation of a Human
Rights Commission in
Clinton will promote our
community as a place of
hospitality and tolerance
where barriers of
discrimination will be
eradicated on all levels.”
Rev. Dr. Christopher C. Horvath
Senior Pastor, First Church of Christ

“When we commit to
protecting human rights on
a local level, it increases
opportunities for all
individuals, which in turn
lifts our whole local
economy and community.”
Maria Moran
Clinton Resident

“Such a commission, if
established, would be
able to raise awareness
to help educate the
community about
tolerance and instill a
mutual respect for all
people...”
Laura Attanasio
Executive Artistic Director,
Kidz Konnection

“Their goal… I believe
is one our town should
be associated with and
work to promote.
I support this initiative
and feel it is an
important one as
Clinton continues to
evolve and grow.”
Valentina DaCosta
Owner, Captain Kitt’s

“In the almost 10 years
I’ve lived here, I have
been a supporter and
worker for positive change
in this town. I see this
commission as another
step forward for us all.”
Abby Roccapriore
PTA Vice President

“The Commission will be
an asset to Clinton as it
demonstrates by its
existence and work that
Clinton is committed to
being a community
embracing diversity, equity,
and compassion...”
The Rev. Diana M. Rogers
Priest-in-Charge, Church of the Holy
Advent (Episcopal)

“This winter a group of
students passionate about
improving Morgan, Clinton,
and our world began meeting
as Morgan’s Social Justice
Club. The students see a
need to make certain that all
people feel welcome,
comfortable and valued at
Morgan. The Clinton Human
Rights Commission will do
the same for the town...”
Leslie Chausse
English Teacher
Social Justice Club advisor
The Morgan School

We should listen
to the voices of
our young people.
They are the
future of Clinton!

Please consult our written proposal and
letters of support for further details on our
ideas:
● This Commission will bring opportunities for
advisement and education around human rights
issues to the people of Clinton.
● It will ensure that all of its residents, workers,
and visitors are able to enjoy equitable treatment,
tolerance, respect and a sense of belonging.

Q&A

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

TO:

Honorable Town Council Members

FROM: Karl F. Kilduff, Town Manager
DATE: June 2, 2021

Please find my report concerning various items of interest to the Town Council and community.
1. CCM:
CCM will hold its next Legislative Committee meeting on June 15, 2021.
2. River COG:
The Council of Governments met virtually on May 26, 2021. Highlights of the meeting include:


UConn Stormwater Corps – A team from UConn presented to the COG their Stormwater Corps
program. The program helps UConn students gain experience in stormwater management and
aids municipalities in identifying opportunities and best practices to manage stormwater with
the students. Of note this summer, the Stormwater Corps program will focus on a watershed
that includes Clinton and some other River COG towns. Under the Town’s stormwater permit
from the DEEP, we will have an obligation to reduce impervious surfaces that directly drain
stormwater. The UConn program is way to get some free consulting to identify potential
projects and a source of funding to finance one small project. I expressed Clinton’s interest in
the program to get both the consulting and project funding for their summer program. There
will be a fall program round too but it will not have funding to pay for a project.



Federal Delegation Report – Staff for the region’s congressional delegation and Senators spoke
to the rule making process for the American Recovery Plan Act that the Department of Treasury
is managing. Final rules on these federal funds are anticipated after July 15, 2021. Additionally,
the described the process for “member directed funding requests” or earmarks that Senators
and Representatives can request. While earmarks bring a return to a source of federal funding,
the process to reconcile the House and Senate and available funding appear to be challenging.
Further, the earmark does not represent 100% federal funding. A local match of non-federal
funds is requested.



Regional ARPA Discussion – The meeting included a continued discussion around potential
regional uses of ARPA funding that each town will be receiving. A set aside was suggested that
could support a regional project or to work through a regional entity to accomplish a specific
project. The discussion also included a report on non-profit entities that are struggling in
providing mental health support and social works to meet the needs of some of the public.
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Regional Plan of Conservation and Development – The COG is receiving public comment on the
regional POCD. Comments can be submitted electronically through June 30. The COG website
has a form which can be used to submit feedback to the draft plan.



Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan – FEMA has approved the Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan for
the region and all of the annexes for each town. The next step will be for each town to endorse
their specific annex. I will bring a resolution to the Town Council approving the Clinton Annex to
finalize our part of the plan. You may recall that the plan is a necessary tool to continue
securing FEMA funding and it opens the door to certain sources of funding that would support
mitigation or remediation projects.

3. Miscellaneous:
 American Recovery Plan Act – The American Recovery Plan Act or ARPA is the single largest
direct funding to local governments from the federal government in decades. Since this type of
funding does not happen frequently, there have been more questions than answers and piles of
rules to read through to understand how the funding can work at the local level. I have been
reading through interim rules issued by Treasury, other available guidance and suggestions, and
webinars hosted by the National League of Cities, CCM and ICMA. I am in the process of putting
together a presentation for the Council to discuss these funds and some potential uses. The last
set of guidance which pertains to town’s like Clinton will be in early June, so I would aim for the
second meeting in June to go over the program.


NFWF Fish Ladder Grant – Our grant for support the planning of a fish ladder behind the Old
Morgan/new Shops at Indian River was sent on May 27, 2021.



Façade Program - With the completion of grant contracts with the State, I have been working
with the EDC to prepare for the roll out of the downtown façade program. Program guidelines
and an application form have been finalized. An outreach process has been established with the
EDC which would involve direct outreach to businesses in the priority area (between John Street
and the Indian River) as well as general press announcements and letters.
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