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CLINTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Town of Clinton 
William Stanton Andrews Memorial Town Hall 

54 East Main Street 
Clinton, Connecticut 06413 

 
MINUTES 

Regular Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, October 12, 2016 

 
Chair Catherine Zamecnik called the October 12, 2016 Regular Monthly Meeting 
of the Conservation Commission of the Town of Clinton to order at 7:04 PM in 
the Land Use Office of the William Stanton Andrews Memorial Town Hall, 54 
East Main Street, Clinton, Connecticut. Members present:  Chair Catherine 
Zamecnik, Secretary Charlene Best, Lawrence Ouellette and Bertram Schmitz.  
Also present was Aleczander Pucillo, a candidate for membership on the 
Commission. 
 
Peter Neff, Director of Public Works 

 Spraying Program – River Road & Other Areas 

 Potential Erosion on River Road 
 

Neff was not present.  He will be asked to come to the December 7, 2016 
Regular Monthly Meeting. 

 
CC 16-000: Indian River Recreation Complex, 201 Killingworth Turnpike, Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Alliance of Clinton (BPAC) (Applicant).  Pedestrian/Bike Bridge 
over the Indian River.  Assessor’s Map 29 Block 39 Lot 109.  Zone:  R-80. 
 

Schmitz RECUSED from this application and left the room. 
 
Debbie Lundgren of the BPAC went over the site and project plans for a 
wooden pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the Indian River and gravel paths 
and wooden platforms going to and from the proposed 4’ x 20’ bridge.  
The bridge will not have permanent supports which will reduce the impact 
on the watercourse.  The BPAC along with the Department of Public 
Works will do the pre and post work for the bridge.  The bridge which will 
be delivered and placed by the bridge company.  DPW Director Neff is 
looking into methods to anchor the bridge.  She then satisfactorily 
addressed inquiries of the Commission.   
 
By consensus the Commission (excluding Schmitz) chose to send a letter 
of support, as the project will provide connectivity between the recreation 
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complex and the Jessie Buell Forest, a Clinton Land Trust property.  
Connectivity is a goal of the Conservation Commission, as outlined in the 
Town Plan of Conservation and Development.  The bridge will allow a 
safer passage across the river than that which currently exists.  
 
Schmitz returned and assumed his seat.  

 
Update:  30 Highland Avenue – Town Property (Formerly Owned by Lupone).   
 

Schmitz and Zamecnik attended a recent Board of Selectmen’s Meeting to 
discuss the Conservation Commission’s proposal for the establishment of 
a conservation easement or right of way along the Hammonasset River to 
connect conservation easement areas on the two abutting properties.  The 
proposal appeared to be well received.  The Board of Selectmen will look 
into this.   

 
Commission Workshop:  Development of Open Space Index 

 Municipal Base Map.  Members reviewed Draft #2 and asked for several 
changes to be made. 

 Committed Open Space Map.  Tabled to the November meeting. 
 

Minutes 

 August 10, 2016 Regular Monthly Meeting 
Best MOVED to accept and approve as presented the Minutes of the 
August 10, 2016 Regular Monthly Meeting.  Schmitz seconded the motion.  
Discussion:  none.  Voting in favor:  Zamecnik, Best, Ouellette and 
Schmitz.  Opposed:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  The motion was carried, 
4-0-0. 

 September 7, 2016 Special Meeting (Administrative Session held in 
its place).  No action needed. 

 September 14, 2016 Regular Monthly Meeting. Cancelled. 

 September 20, 2016 Special Meeting (Administrative Session held in 
its place).  No action needed. 

 
Budgets 

 Update: Operating Budget:  FY 15/16. The final budget statement was 
distributed prior to the meeting. 

 Update: Operating Budget:  FY16/17. Clerk Hynes advised there is 
approximately $1100 unexpended. 
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Adoption of Annual Report Ending June 30, 2016 
 

Schmitz MOVED to adopt the Annual Report Ending June 30, 2016 as 
amended.  Best seconded the motion.  Discussion:  none.  Voting in favor:  
Zamecnik, Best, Ouellette and Schmitz.  Opposed:  none.  Abstentions:  
none.  The motion was carried, 4-0-0. 

 
Old/New Business 

 Update:  Capital Expenditure Committee 17/18: October 6, 2016 
Meeting:  Zamecnik and Schmitz.  Schmitz attended the meeting. The 
Committee appears to be willing to allow the funds to remain for FY 17/18 
and FY18/19.  They acknowledged that this capital account is a place 
holder until Finance Director Murphy receives approval to set up a secure 
segregated account for the funds.   

 Update:  Request for Re-allocation of Expenditures from the Open 
Space Land Acquisition Capital Account.  Schmitz recommended that 
this be placed on hold until further notice. 

 Account for Open Space Funding & Maintenance.  Draft of 
presentations for the Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance tabled to 
the November meeting. 

 Update:  Town Web Site – Conservation Page.  No update. 

 Public Education 
o Christmas in Clinton.  Zamecnik will contact the Chamber of 

Commerce about having an unmanned display board.  
o Other Opportunities.  None at this time. 

 Member Educational Opportunities.  Opportunities noted by Hynes. 

 Update:  PZC:  Marina Planning:  September 2016.  Schmitz and Best 
attended and reported on the meeting.   

 Update:  Clinton Center Zoning Ad-Hoc Committee.  No update at this 
time. 

 Membership.  Pucillo was advised to stay in contact with the Selectmen’s 
Office to get on their agenda for appointment to the Commission. 

 
Additions to Agenda:  November 9, 2016 Regular Meeting  

 Determine 2017 Meeting Date & Time 
 
There being no further business, Ouellette MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Best 
seconded the motion.  Discussion:  none. Voting in favor:  Zamecnik, Best, 
Ouellette and Schmitz.  Opposed:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  The motion was  
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carried, 4-0-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
       Sherry Lee Hynes 
Sherry Lee Hynes, Clerk 

 
 
E-mail:   Town Clerk 
              First Selectmen’s Office 
 
Posted:  Website                


