
BOARD OF FINANCE
JANUARY 19, 2016

MINUTES

Present: O. Nejdl, L. Saunders, J. Scherban, J. Olsen, J. Scully Welch, L. Santos and K. Carr

Absent: D. Traynor

Chairman Jack Scherban called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  O. Nejdl made a motion, seconded by 

L. Saunders to seat K. Carr for D. Traynor.  The motion was unanimously approved.

APPROVE MINUTES

L. Saunders made a motion, seconded by J. Scully Welch to approve the minutes from December 21, 
2015.  The motion was unanimously approved with one abstention from K. Carr.

VISITOR AND PUBLIC COMMENTS

No one wished to speak at this time.

MORGAN SIDEWALK ENGINEERING PROPOSAL

Peter Neff, Director of Public Works received quotes from two professional services to look into the 

probability and feasibility of connecting sidewalks along Route 81 to the northern point of the new 

Morgan School.   The cost to do the survey is $28,000.  Both proposals were within $500 of each other.  

This proposal does not include a design plan.  J. Murphy said there was money that can be used from 

various capital accounts instead of appropriating funds from undesignated. The board tabled this until 

next month’s meeting to allow J. Murphy to identify which capital accounts this appropriation will come 

from.  L. Saunders made a motion, seconded by K. Carr to table this until next month’s meeting.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.

ACCEPT THE $250,000 UNILEVER SETTLEMENT TO BE USED FOR THE PROPOSED SHELLFISH 

RESTORATION, FARM SHARE AND EDUCATION PROGRAM AND FOR THE CLOSURE OF THE TOWN’S 

SEPTAGE LAGOONS

J. Olsen made a motion, seconded by L. Saunders to accept the $250,000 Unilever Settlement and 

Memorandum of Understanding and send to a town meeting for approval.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.

ACCEPT FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 OVER A FIVE YEAR PERIOD FROM THE DEPARTMENT 

OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION SERVICES

The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services awarded the town funding in the amount of 

$500,000 over five years to support services implemented in Clinton under the Connecticut Strategic 

Prevention Framework Coalitions Initiative.  L. Saunders made a motion, seconded by J. Olsen to accept 

the $500,000 grant from the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services and send to a town 
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meeting for approval.  The motion was unanimously approved. Last year the full time salary for the 

prevention coordinator was put into the FY 15/16 budget because they didn’t anticipate receiving the 

grant funding.  $20,000 was added to the Human Services and Board of Education budget.  This grant will

now cover a full time coordinator’s salary and benefits.  The board is anticipating seeing a surplus in 

both budgets.  

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

J. Murphy reviewed various budget reports with the board.  Audit reports were distributed last week to 

the board.  The Auditors will be in next month to review the reports.  Auditing Services went out to bid 

this week.  Proposals are due back by February 12th.

J. Murphy presented the board with a budget transfer request from the Tax Department.  L. Saunders 

made a motion, seconded by J. Olsen to decrease the Stationary & Supplies line item by $67.96 and 

increase the Printing of Rate Book line item by $67.96.  The motion was unanimously approved.

COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS

J. Olsen gave a brief update on the Police Commission.  L. Saunders reported on the Fire Department 

and L. Santos reported on library.

OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS

J. Scherban updated the board on his meeting with First Selectman B. Farmer regarding creating a Task 
Force.  B. Farmer has requested that the board form a task force to review a ten year thought process 
for the Town of Clinton.  The task force will consist of 3-5 members.  This thought process cannot be 
completely focused on taxes.  The process will include:

 Capital Improvement Plan
 Sustainability – Liquidity
 Debt Service
 Economic Development
 WPCC
 Education
 GIS
 Community
 Infrastructure

o Harbor
o Sidewalks
o Roads & Bridges
o Buildings

Any board member interested in serving on the task force needs to email J. Scherban.
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Last month the board asked J. Murphy to gather information on 5 & 10 year lease purchase agreements 

for heavy equipment.  Peter Neff, Director of Public Works reviewed his heavy equipment inventory 

with the board.  Neff has the equipment listed by category and age.  14 of them are 19 years of age and 

older and are due to be replaced.  The rest of the equipment listed is between 5-18 years old and will 

need to be replaced within the next 5 years.  The 5 year lease rates from Bank of America are 1.6922% 

and the 10 year lease rates are 2.14%.  $530,000 worth of heavy equipment would include a Road 

Sweeper for $200,000, Brush Cutter for $160,000 and a Heavy Duty Dump Truck for $170,000.  Neff only 

has $28,000 left in his equipment maintenance budget.  Murphy recommended going with a 10 year 

lease.  No final decisions were made at this time.

L. Saunders made a motion, seconded by J. Olsen and unanimously adjourned the meeting at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Schettino
Administrative Assistant


